
Contents

Acknowledgements	 xiii
Preface		  xv
List of Abbreviations	 xvii

Introduction		 1
	 1.	 Defining Hermeneutics 	 2
	 2. 	 Defining Exegesis	 3
	 3. 	 Biblical Exegesis and Hermeneutics 	 4
	 4. 	 Steps for Biblical Exegesis 	 5
	 5. 	 Defining Criticism	 6
	 6. 	 Scholars’ Definitions of Hermeneutics	 7
	 7. 	 Key Hermeneutical Definitions	 10
	 8. 	 Three Categories of Hermeneutics	 11
	 9. 	 Why Need for Biblical Hermeneutics	 11
	 10.	 Different Types of Biblical Hermeneutics	 13
	 11.	 Where Does Meaning Lie? Author, Text, Reader (Past or Present)	 14
	 12.	 Two Horizons and Fusion of Horizons	 15
	 13.	 Hermeneutics of Suspicion	 16
	 14.	 Hermeneutical Circle and Hermeneutical Spiral	 18
	 15.	 Objectivity and Subjectivity Questions in Hermeneutics	 19
	 16.	 Recommended Books	 21

Chapter 1: Historical and Philosophical Contexts of 	 23 
	 Biblical Interpretation in the West
	 Introduction		  23
	 1.1.	Historical Aspects of Hermeneutics	 23



viii 	 Biblical Hermeneutics

	 1.2.	Development of Hermeneutics	 25
	 1.3.	Ancient Greek Hermeneutics	 26
	 1.4.	Ancient Jewish Hermeneutics	 30
		  1.4.1.	 Scripture Interpreting Scripture	 31
		  1.4.2.	 Qumran Used of Scripture	 32
		  1.4.3.	 Hermeneutics of the Schools of Hillel and Shammai 	 33
		  1.4.4. 	Hellenistic Jewish Hermeneutics	 34
	 1.5.	The Biblical Period: Early Christians Used of the Scripture	 36
		  1.5.1. 	Jesus’ Hermeneutics 	 36
		  1.5.2. 	Paul’s Hermeneutics 	 38
		  1.5.3. 	The Early Christians 	 41
	 1.6. 	The Patristic Period: Allegorical Method and Tradition 	 42 
		  as Authority
		  1.6.1. 	Alexandrian School	 44
		  1.6.2. 	Antiochene School	 45
	 1.7. 	The Late Patristic Period: Jerome and Augustine	 46
	 1.8. 	The Medieval Period: Dogmatism and Scholasticism	 47
	 1.9.	The Reformation Period: Sola Scriptura, Gospel-Christ	 50 
		  Centered Interpretation
		  1.9.1.	 Luther’s Hermeneutics	 52
		  1.9.2.	 Calvin’s Hermeneutics	 54
		  1.9.3.	 Counter-Reformation Period: Roman Catholic Hermeneutics	 56
		  1.9.4.	 Post-Reformation Protestant Hermeneutics 	 57
	 1.10.	The Enlightenment and Modern Periods 	 58
		  1.10.1.	 Rationalism	 60
		  1.10.2.	 Empiricism	 62
		  1.10.3.	 Chladenius’ Hermeneutics 	 63
		  1.10.4.	 Romanticism	 64
			   1.10.4.1. Schleiermacher’s Hermeneutics 	 65
			   1.10.4.2. Dilthey’s Hermeneutics 	 67
		  1.10.5.	 Existential Hermeneutics	 69
			   1.10.5.1. Heidegger’s Hermeneutics	 70
			   1.10.5.2. Bultmann’s Hermeneutics 	 72
	 1.11.	Textual Criticism	 73
	 1.12.	Historical-Critical Method	 76
		  1.12.1.	 Source Criticism	 78
		  1.12.2.	 Form Criticism	 80
		  1.12.3.	 Redaction Criticism	 81
	 1.13. 	Fundamentalism 	 83



Contents	 ix

	 1.14.	Various Types of Interpretation: A Critical Appraisal	 85
		  1.14.1.	 Hermeneutical Necessity	 85
		  1.14.2.	 Holy Spirit and Hermeneutics	 86
	 Conclusion		  87
Chapter 2:	Cultural Criticisms and Liberationist Readings 	 89 
	 of the Scripture
	 Introduction		  89
	 2.1.	Philosophical Hermeneutics	 89
		  2.1.1.	 Psychoanalytical Hermeneutics	 90
		  2.1.2.	 Gadamer’s Hermeneutics	 93
		  2.1.3. 	Ricoeur’s Hermeneutics 	 95
			   2.1.3.1.  Hermeneutics of Suspicion	 99
		  2.1.4.	 Foucault’s Hermeneutics 	 101
		  2.1.5.	 Habermas’ Hermeneutics	 106
		  2.1.6.	 Feminist Hermeneutics	 108
	 2.2.	Theological Hermeneutics	 112
		  2.2.1.	 Barth’s Hermeneutics 	 112
		  2.2.2.	 New Hermeneutics: Fuchs and Ebeling	 115
	 2.3.	Readings Prompted by Developing Nations Theologies 	 116 
		  of Liberation
		  2.3.1.	 Latin American Liberationist Hermeneutics 	 117
		  2.3.2.	 Feminist Biblical Hermeneutics 	 119
		  2.3.3.	 Dalit Biblical Hermeneutics	 121
		  2.3.4.	 Tribal/Adivasi Biblical Hermeneutics	 123
	 2.4.	Marxist Criticism	 124
	 2.5.	Socio-Scientific Criticism	 127
	 2.6.	Sociological Methods: Structural Functionalism 	 130 
		  and Cultural Materialism
		  2.6.1.	 Structural Functionalism	 132
		  2.6.2.	 Cultural Materialism	 134
	 2.7.	Cultural Anthropology	 136
	 2.8.	Psychological and Psychoanalytical Approaches	 138
	 2.9.	Socio-Literary Method	 140
	 2.10. Materialist Reading	 142
	 2.11. Socio-Political Reading	 144
	 Conclusion		  147
Chapter 3: Postmodernist Phase of Biblical Interpretation	 149
	 Introduction		  149
	 3.1.	Structuralism	 150



x 	 Biblical Hermeneutics

	 3.2.	Poststructuralism and Deconstruction	 152
		  3.2.1.	 Barthes’ Theory	 152
		  3.2.2.	 Derrida’s Deconstruction 	 154
	 3.3.	Postmodern Hermeneutics 	 156
	 3.4.	New Literary Critical Readings – Narrative, Reader-Response,	 161 
		  Rhetoric, Canonical Approaches
		  3.4.1.	 Narrative Criticism	 161
		  3.4.2.	 Reader-Response Criticism	 163
		  3.4.3.	 Rhetorical Criticism	 164
		  3.4.4.	 Canonical Criticism	 166
	 3.5.	New Historicism	 168
	 3.6.	Autobiographical Readings	 171
	 3.7.	Ideological Criticism	 174
	 3.8.	Subaltern Studies	 177
	 3.9.	Feminist and Womanist Readings	 179
	 3.10. Postcolonial Studies	 182
	 3.11. Ecocriticism/Ecological Hermeneutics	 189
	 Conclusion		  192
Chapter 4:	Interpretations of Scripture in Asia and India	 193
	 Introduction		  193
	 4.1.	Asian Theological Hermeneutics	 193
		  4.1.1.	 Song’s Hermeneutics	 194
		  4.1.2.	 Koyama’s Hermeneutics	 196
	 4.2.	Indian Philosophical or Vedic Hermeneutics	 199
		  4.2.1.	 Dhvani Theory	 200
		  4.2.2.	 Heterodox School’s Hermeneutics	 201
			   4.2.2.1. Principles of Buddhist Hermeneutics	 201
		  4.2.3.	 Orthodox Schools’ Hermeneutics	 202
			   4.2.3.1. Mimamsa Procedure of Understanding	 203
	 4.3.	Survey of Biblical Interpretations in India	 204
		  4.3.1.	 Western Protestant Missionary Hermeneutics 	 205
	 4.4.	Methods of Biblical Reading and Hermeneutics Emerged 	 206 
		  in India		
		  4.4.1.	 Dhvani Reading of Scripture	 206
		  4.4.2.	 Indian Biblical and Theological Hermeneutics 	 208
		  4.4.3.	 Dalit Reading of Scripture	 213
		  4.4.4.	 Adivasi Reading of Scripture	 215
		  4.4.5.	 Tribal Reading of Scripture	 216
	 Conclusion		  216



Contents	 xi

Chapter 5:	Tribal Hermeneutics: A Communitarian Hermeneutics	 217
	 Introduction		  217
	 5.1.	Towards a Holistic Hermeneutical Enterprise	 218
	 5.2.	Indigenous-Tribal Hermeneutics	 219
		  5.2.1.	 Nirmal Minz	 220
		  5.2.2.	 Renthy Keitzar 	 220
		  5.2.3.	 K. Thanzauva 	 221
		  5.2.4.	 Wati Longchar	 222
		  5.2.5.	 Yangkahao Vashum	 223
		  5.2.6.	 Tribal Feminist/Womanist Hermeneutics 	 225
			   5.2.6.1. R. L. Hnuni	 225
			   5.2.6.2. Limatula Longkumer 	 226
			   5.2.6.3. Lalnghakthuami	 226
			   5.2.6.4. Eyingbeni Lotha 	 227
			   5.2.6.5. Lovely Awomi James 	 227
			   5.2.6.6. Nyimangyang Chang	 228
			   5.2.6.7. Other Tribal Hermeneutics 	 229
	 5.3.	Hermeneutics of Community	 230
	 5.4. 	Eco-Hermeneutics or Creation-Centered Hermeneutics	 234
	 5.5. 	Tribal Literary Criticism	 237
	 5.6. 	Storytelling/Narratology	 239
		  5.6.1.	 Bible and Narrative	 244
	 Conclusion		  246

Conclusion			   249
Appendix			   251
Bibliography			   255


