
Contents

Foreword			   xiii
Prologue			   xv
Preface				   xix
Prelude to the Study	 xxi
Abbreviations		  xxv

General Introduction	 1

Chapter 1:	A Critical Survey of Former Studies on the Overall 	 9 
			   Purpose, Literary form and the Theological Views on 
			   ‘Righteousness of God’ in Romans
	 1.	 Introduction 	 9
		  1.1.	 The Purpose of Romans 	 12
		  1.2. The Literary form of Romans 	 19
		  1.3.	 Righteousness of God in Romans: An Assessment 	 21 
			   of the Views of Modern Scholars 
			   1.3.1.	 Different Views on Δικαιοσύνη τοῦ θεοῦ 	 22
				    1.3.1.1. Theocentric View of Δικαιοσύνη τοῦ θεοῦ 	 23
				    1.3.1.2. Anthopocentric View of Δικαιοσύνη τοῦ θεοῦ 	25
				    1.3.1.3. Ecumenical View of Δικαιοσύνη τοῦ θεοῦ 	 26
				    1.3.1.4. Apocalyptic-universal-cosmic View of	 28 
				                 Δικαιοσύνη θεοῦ 
				    1.3.1.5. Covenantal-relational View of Δικαιοσύνη 	 29 
			                           τοῦ θεοῦ 
				    1.3.1.6. Socio-politico-liberative View of 	 31 
                                             Δικαιοσύνη τοῦ θεοῦ 
			   1.3.2.	 Debate Concerning the Effect of Δικαιοῦν	 31
			   1.3.3.	 Debate on the Notion of Faith (πίστις)	 34
			   1.3.4.	 Conclusions 	 35



vi	 Righteousness of God in Paul’s Letter to the Romans

		  1.4.	 The Original Greek Text, the Text-Critical Notes and the 	 37 
			   English Translation
		  1.5.	 The Delimitation of the Text 	 41
			   1.5.1. 	Internal Coherence of the Text 	 41
				    1.5.1.1. Vocabulary 	 41
				    1.5.1.2. The Rhetorical Movement of the Unit 	 42
			   1.5.2.	 The Unit’s Separateness from the Preceding and the	 43 
				    Succeeding Texts 
			   1.5.3. 	The Unit’s Relationship with the Preceding and the	 44 
				    Succeeding Texts 
		  1.6.	 Conclusion of the Chapter	 45

Chapter 2:	Rhetorics, Rhetorical Structure and the Contexts of the	 47 
	 	 Rhetorical Unit of Rom 3:21-31
	 2. 	 Introduction	 47
		  2.1.	 Paul and Rhetorical Criticism	 48
			   2.1.1.	 Basic Notions of Rhetorical Criticism 	 48
			   2.1.2.	 Three Species of Rhetorics 	 51
			   2.1.3.	 The Relationship between Rhetorical Theory and 	 52 
				    Pauline Letters 
			   2.1.4.	 Romans – Epideictic Rhetoric or Deliberative Rhetoric? 	53
		  2.2.	 The Place of the Rhetorical Unit in the Rhetorical Structure 	 56 
			   of Romans 
			   2.2.1.	 The Proposed Structures of Rom 3:21-31 	 57
				    2.2.1.1. Thematic Structures 	 57
				    2.2.1.2. Rhetorical Structures 	 58
				    2.2.1.3. The Rhetorical Structure that We Follow 	 63 
			                            in this Book
		  2.3.	 The Contexts of the Rhetorical Unit 	 67
			   2.3.1.	 The Literary Context	 67
				    2.3.1.1. The Introduction of the Letter 	 68
					     2.3.1.1.1. The Prescript of Romans (1:1-7)	 68
					     2.3.1.1.2. The Prayer (1:8-10)	 80
					     2.3.1.1.3. Opening of the Body of the Letter 	 81 
	                                                 (1:11-15) 
				    2.3.1.2. The Conclusion of the Letter (15:14-16:27) 	 84
					     2.3.1.2.1. The Apostolic Parousia (15:14-33) 	 84
					     2.3.1.2.2. Greetings, Final Exhortation and 	 87 
                                                       Doxology (16:1-27)
			   2.3.2.	 Historical Context 	 90



Contents	 vii

				    2.3.2.1. The Historical Situation of Roman Christians 	 91
				    2.3.2.2. The Historical Situation of Paul 	 97
			   2.3.3.	 Rhetorical Context 	 98
				    2.3.3.1. Propositio (1:16-17) 	 99
				    2.3.3.2. Probatio I (1:18-3:20)	 103
					     2.3.3.2.1. The Gentile World under the Power 	 105 
			                                     of Sin (1:18-32)
					     2.3.3.2.2. The Jewish World under the Power 	 109 
                                                       of Sin (2:1-3:20) 
			   2.3.4.	 Theological Context 	 115
		  2.4.	 Conclusion of the Chapter 	 117

Chapter 3: Exegetical and Rhetorical Analysis of Rom 3:21-31	 119
	 3.	 Introduction 	 119
		  3.1. Structural Analysis of the Rhetorical Unit (3:21-31)	 120
			   3.1.1.	 Rhetorical Structure of 3:21-26	 120
				    3.1.1.1. 	The First Macro Unit and the Micro Units	 120 
					     (3:21a-b and 22a-b)
				    3.1.1.2. 	The Second Macro Unit and the Micro Units	122 
					     (3:22c and 23a-b)
				    3.1.1.3. 	The Third Macro Unit and the Micro Units	 122 
					     (3:24-25a)	
				    3.1.1.4.	The Fourth Macro Unit and the Micro Units	 123 
					     (3:25b-26a, 3:26b, 3:26c)
			   3.1.2.	 Diatribal Structure of 3:27-31 	 124
		  3.2.	 Exegetico-Rhetorical Analysis of Part I of the Pericope 	 126 
			   (3:21-26)
			   3.2.1.	 Righteousness of God has been Revealed (3:21a-b)	 126
				    3.2.1.1. The Adverb Νυνί 	 126
				    3.2.1.2. The Particle δέ 	 127
				    3.2.1.3. Δικαιοσύνη τοῦ θεοῦ 	 128
					     3.2.1.3.1. Grammatical Analysis 	 128
					     3.2.1.3.2. Δικαιοσύνη τοῦ θεοῦ in Paul	 131
				    3.2.1.4. Anarthrous Usage of δικαιοσύνη θεοῦ 	 132
				    3.2.1.5. Πεφανέρωται 	 133
				    3.2.1.6. Μαρτυρουμένη 	 134
				    3.2.1.7. The Preposition ὑπό 	 135
				    3.2.1.8. Ὑπὸ τοῦ νόμου καὶ τῶν προφητῶν	 135
				    3.2.1.9. Χωρὶς νόμου	 136



viii	 Righteousness of God in Paul’s Letter to the Romans

				    3.2.1.10. Paul’s Concept of νόμος and ἔργα νόμου	 136 
		                                   (Law and Works of Law) 
				    3.2.1.11. Rhetorical Features of 3:21a-b 	 139
				    3.2.1.12. Theological Reflection 	 140
			   3.2.2.	 Righteousness of God and Faith (3:22a and b)	 141
				    3.2.2.1. Διά πίστεως Ἰησοῦ Χριστοῦ	 142
					     3.2.2.1.1. Πίστις χριστοῦ Debate 	 142
					     3.2.2.1.2. History of the Debate 	 143
					     3.2.2.1.3. The Opinions of the Commentators 	 146
					     3.2.2.1.4. Grammatical Analysis 	 148
					     3.2.2.1.5. Theological Analysis 	 151
					     3.2.2.1.6. Πίστις Χριστοῦ in Rom 3:22a, 25b 	 153 
			                                     and 26c 
				    3.2.2.2. The Preposition εἰς 	 155
				    3.2.2.3. Πάντας 	 155
				    3.2.2.4. Τοὺς πιστεύοντας 	 156
				    3.2.2.5. Paul’s Concept of Faith 	 157
				    3.2.2.6. Rhetorical Features of 3:22a-b 	 159
				    3.2.2.7. Theological Reflection 	 160
			   3.2.3.	 Human Sin and the Universal Depravity (3:22c-23a-b)	 161
				    3.2.3.1. Οὐ γάρ ἐστιν διαστολή (3:22c) 	 161
				    3.2.3.2. Πάντες γὰρ ἥμαρτον (3:23a) 	 162
				    3.2.3.3. Καὶ ὑστεροῦνται τῆς δόξης τοῦ θεοῦ (3:23b) 	163
				    3.2.3.4. Paul’s Concept of δόξα (Glory) 	 164
				    3.2.3.5. Paul’s Concept of ἁμαρτία (Sin) 	 165
				    3.2.3.6. Rhetorical Features of 3:22c-23a-b 	 166
				    3.2.3.7. Theological Reflection 	 167
			   3.2.4.	 Source Criticism of Rom 3:24-26a 	 167
			   3.2.5.	 Justification and Redemption (3:24)	 168
				    3.2.5.1. Δικαιούμενοι: Paul’s Concept of Justification	168
				    3.2.5.2. Δωρεὰν τῇ αὐτοῦ χάριτι (by his Grace as a Gift) 	172
				    3.2.5.3. Ἀπολυτρώσις: Paul’s Concept of Redemption 	 173
				    3.2.5.4. Rhetorical Features of 3:24 	 178
				    3.2.5.5. Theological Reflection 	 179
			   3.2.6.	 Justification and Atonement (3:25a)	 179
				    3.2.6.1. Ὃν προέθετο ὁ θεὸς 	 179
				    3.2.6.2. Paul’s Concept of ἱλαστήριον 	 181
					     3.2.6.2.1. Ἱλαστήριον Identified as Mercy Seat 	 184
					     3.2.6.2.2. Ἱλαστήριον as Means of Propitiation 	 186
					     3.2.6.2.3. Ἱλαστήριον as Means of Expiation 	 187



Contents	 ix

					     3.2.6.2.4. Ἱλαστήριον as Means of Atonement 	 187
					     3.2.6.2.5. Conclusions 	 188
				    3.2.6.3. Ἐν τῷ αὐτοῦ αἵματι (by his Blood) 	 188
				    3.2.6.4. Διὰ τῆς πίστεως ἐν τῷ αὐτοῦ αἵματι 	 189 
                                             (Through the Faithfulness by his Blood)	
				    3.2.6.5. Rhetorical Features of 3:25a 	 190
				    3.2.6.6. Theological Reflection 	 190
			   3.2.7.	 Three Purposes of God in Designating Jesus as the	 191 
				    Sacrifice of Atonement 
				    3.2.7.1. First Purpose: Demonstration of God’s	 191 
		                                  Righteousness because of the Passing Over  
                                             of Previous Sins (3:25b-26a) 
				    3.2.7.2. Second Purpose: Demonstration of God’s	 195 
                                             Righteousness in the Present Time (3:26b)
				    3.2.7.3. Third Purpose: Manifestation of God’s 	 196 
	                                       Righteous Character and his Bestowal of 
                                             Righteousness (3:26c)
				    3.2.7.4. Rhetorical Features 	 199
				    3.2.7.5. Theological Reflection 	 200
			   3.2.8.	 Conclusions of the Findings of the Exegesis of 	 201 
				    Part I of the Pericope 
		  3.3.	 Exegetical and Rhetorical Analysis of Part II of the 	 204 
			   Pericope (3:27-31) 
			   3.3.1.	 Exclusion of Boasting (3:27 a, b, c, d and e)	 206
			   3.3.2.	 Justification by Faith (3:28) 	 210
			   3.3.3.	 Universality of Salvation and the Unity of the Entire	 212 
				    Human Race (3:29 a, b and c; 30 a and b)
			   3.3.4.	 We Uphold the Law (3:31 a, b and c) 	 215
			   3.3.5.	 Rhetorical Features of 3:27-31 	 218
			   3.3.6.	 Theological Reflection 	 219
			   3.3.7.	 Conclusions of the Findings of the Exegesis of 	 221 
				    Part II of the Pericope 
		  3.4.	 Conclusion of the Chapter 	 221

Chapter 4:	The Old Testament and the Jewish Background of the 	 225 
			   Pauline Doctrine of Righteousness of God
	 4.	 Introduction 		  225
		  4.1.	 A Semantic Enquiry of the Hebrew Equivalents 	 225 
			   of Δίκαιος-Group of Words 
		  4.2.	 The Meaning of the צדק-Group of Words in the OT and 	 228 
			   Jewish Writings 



x	 Righteousness of God in Paul’s Letter to the Romans

			   4.2.1.	 Righteousness in the Old Testament 	 228
				    4.2.1.1. Righteousness as Concurrence with a Norm 	 228
				    4.2.1.2. Righteousness and Relationality 	 230
				    4.2.1.3. Yahweh’s Righteousness 	 232
				    4.2.1.4. Righteousness as Punishment to the 	 233 
                                             Wicked and Deliverance to the Poor
				    4.2.1.5. Righteousness and Life within the 	 235 
                                             Community of Israel 
				    4.2.1.6. Righteousness and Unmerited Salvation 	 237
				    4.2.1.7. Righteousness and Faith 	 238
				    4.2.1.8. Righteousness and Individual’s 	 241 
                                             Right Behaviour 
				    4.2.1.9. Conclusions 	 242
				    4.2.1.10. Difference between OT Perspective and 	 245 
                                                 Pauline Perspective of Righteousness of God
			   4.2.2.	 Righteousness in the Dead Sea Scrolls (DSS) 	 247
				    4.2.2.1. Some Preliminary Remarks 	 247
				    4.2.2.2. The Community Rule (1 QS) 	 248
				    4.2.2.3. The Thanksgiving Psalms 	 250
				    4.2.2.4. The Commentary on Habakkuk (1 QpHab)	 252
				    4.2.2.5. Conclusions 	 253
		  4.3.	 Conclusion of the Chapter 	 254

Chapter 5: The Theology of the Righteousness of God in the Romans	257
	 5.	 Introduction 		  257
		  5.1.	 Theological Views of Scholars on Δικαιοσύνη Τόῡ Θεοῡ 	 259
		  5.2.	 Theological Analysis of Righteousness of God in Romans 	 260
			   5.2.1.	 Righteousness of God in the Propositio (1:16-17) 	 260 
				    and in the Elucidation of the Propositio (3:21-31)
			   5.2.2.	 Righteousness of God in the First Probatio (1:18-3:20) 	 263
			   5.2.3.	 Righteousness of God in the Second Probatio (4:1-25) 	264
			   5.2.4.	 Righteousness of God in the Third Probatio (5:1-8:39) 	267
				    5.2.4.1. Peace, Reconciliation and Hope (5:1-11) 	 268
				    5.2.4.2. Liberation from the Power of Sin and 	 269 
                                             Death (5:12-21) 
				    5.2.4.3. The Experience of being Dead to Sin and 	 270 
					           Union with Christ (6:1-23) 
				    5.2.4.4. Liberation from the Bondage of Law (7:1-25) 	 272
				    5.2.4.5. Liberation from the Power of Flesh and 	 273 
                                               Living in Spirit as the Children of God (8:1-17) 



Contents	 xi

				    5.2.4.6. Cosmic Redemption and Hope of Glorious	 275 
				                 Future (8:18-25) 
				    5.2.4.7. Helps of the Spirit in the Life of the Believers 	 276
			   5.2.5.	 Righteousness of God in the Fourth Probatio 	 277 
				    (9:1-11:36) 
			   5.2.6.	 Righteousness of God in the Fifth Probatio (12:1-15:13) 	281
			   5.2.7.	 Summary of the Theological Perspectives of the	 284 
				    Righteousness of God in Romans 
		  5.3.	 Righteousness of God Through Faith in the Other Letters 	 286 
			   of Paul 
		  5.4.	 Righteousness of God in the Letter of James and in the 	 288 
			   Gospel of Matthew
		  5.5.	 Conclusion of the Chapter 	 290

Chapter 6: Contextual Application of the Pauline Doctrine of 	 293 
			   Righteousness of God	
	 6.	 Introduction 		  293
		  6.1. 	Ecumenical Implications 	 295
			   6.1.1. 	Fundamental Principles 	 295
			   6.1.2. 	Analysis of the Consensus on Justification 	 296
			   6.1.3.	 Practical Ecumenism 	 298
		  6.2.	 Interreligious Dialogue and Socio-Religious Harmony 	 305
		  6.3.	 Commitment to Social Justice 	 308
			   6.3.1.	 Gender and Social Equality 	 309
			   6.3.2.	 Dignity of the Person and Human Rights 	 310
			   6.3.3.	 Liberation of the Poor 	 311
		  6.4.	 Conclusion of the Chapter 	 312

General Conclusion		  315
Bibliography			   323


