
Contents

Foreword			   xi
Preface 			   xiii

1.	 A General Introduction to the Apocalyptic Literature	 1
	 The Apocalyptic Genre	 1
	 Classification of Apocalyptic Literature	 2
	 Origin and Development of Apocalyptic Thought	 3
	 Motifs of Apocalypticism	 4
	 Some Peculiar Features of Apocalyptic Literature	 5

2. 	 A Paradigm for Reading Revelation	 11
	 Christian Appropriation of Apocalyptic Hope	 11
	 A Christian Apocalypse: Background and Setting 	 14
	 An Apocalypse, a Prophecy and a Letter	 16
	 Authorship	 19
	 Date	 19
	 Socio-Political Context of Revelation	 22
	 Purpose	 27
	 Different Approaches to the Apocalypse of John	 27
	 Sequence of Events or Recurring Visions?	 30
	 Reading Revelation as a Counter-Imperial Script	 31
	 Reading Revelation as Prophetic Imagination	 33
	 Reading Revelation in the Indian Context of Hindutva	 35

3.	 Through the Lens of John (Revelation 1:1-20)	 41
	 Fostering Alternative Imagination	 41
	 A King Unlike the Caesar	 45
	 I, John, Your Brother	 50
	 Kingdom and Priests: In the Presence of Enemies	 55



viii   	 Encountering the Beast and the Lamb

4.	 Prophetic Voices for and Against the Church (Revelation 2:1–3:22)	 59
	 Different Churches, Different Crises	 60
	 Embraced amidst Betrayals	 61
	 Christ and Caesar Aren’t Brothers	 66
	 “No Problem” is the Problem	 70
	 To the Conquerors	 73

5.	 Gods of Empire and God the Creator (Revelation 4:1-11)	 77
	 A Shift in Visions	 77
	 Worship of the Creator by the Creation	 78
	 Static Gods versus the Passionate God	 82
	 Singing a Different Song	 84

6.	 Worthy is the Lamb (Revelation 5:1–8:5)	 87
	 Empire’s Propaganda is not “the Reality”	 87
	 Lamb as the Image for God	 90
	 Sing unto the Lord a New Song	 96
	 When Disturbing Realities Penetrate through Dominant Ideology	 102
	 The Lamb Shall Be their Shepherd	 108
	 Silence and Prayers	 113

7.	 The Creator Confronts the Destroyers (Revelation 8:6–11:19)	 117
	 God isn’t on the Side of Pharaoh	 117
	 Prophetic Confrontation against the Dark Powers	 123
	 The Empire isn’t the Determinant of History	 129
	 God Handles the End	 133

8.	 The Dilemma of Allegiance (Revelation 12:1–15:4)	 135
	 The Paradox of Already and Not Yet	 136
	 Even the Beast Seems Amazing	 142
	 Others are not Allowed	 151
	 Allegiance to the Lamb	 155
	 Who Will Not Fear the Lord?	 159

9.	 The Shame of the Empire (Revelation 15:5–20:15)	 165
	 Empires Cannot Claim Eternity	 165
	 Filthiness and Ungodliness	 170
	 Where is your Glory?	 176
	 God Reigns: the Climax of History	 181



Contents   	 ix

10.	 In the End, God Creates (Revelation 21–22)	 187
	 Marriage of Heaven and Earth	 187
	 No More Sea	 191
	 Nations Walk by its Light	 192
	 Come, Jesus!	 197

Conclusion	 201
Bibliography	 205


