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Chapter 1:	 Introduction	 1
1.	 The Socio-Economic-Political and Religious Situation in India from the 	  

18th century
	 A Glimpse of 18th Century India -The Political Scenario: Passing of the Mughal Empire: 

The Rise of Regional Polities and States in North: The Rise of the Maratha Power: The 
Gaikwads of Baroda: The Sindhias of Gwalior: The Nawabs in Bengal: The Sikhs of 
Punjab. The Rise of Regional Polities and States in South- The State of Travancore: The 
Rise of Mysore. Socio-Economic Scenario of 18th Century India.

2. 	Conceptual Clarification of Terms 	
	 Modern	
	 Renaissance 
	 Reformation: Factors of Reformation - Religious Factors: Responsibility of Middle 

Class: Rise of Nation State: New Spirit of Learning and Enquiry: The Great Western 
Schism: Triangular Struggle for Supremacy.

	 Secular
3. 	Factors that Contributed to the Renaissance in India - Factors of Renaissance 

in Europe-Downfall of Feudalism: Outcome of Crusades: Decline in the Influence 
of Church: Geographical Discovery: Economic Prosperity: Invention of Printing 
Press: Decline of Constantinople. Renaissance in India-Factors that contributed to the 
Renaissance in India: The English East India Company: The British Parliament: The 
Protestant Mission: The Work of the Orientalists. Impact of Renaissance on Indian 
Society. 

Chapter 2:	 Socio-Religious Movements within 	 18 
	 Hindu Religious Tradition
1.	 The Brahma Samaj - Life of Raja Ram Mohan Roy (1772-1833): Writings of 

Rammohun Roy: Reforms Iniated by Brahmo Samāj: First Period-1828-1842 (Deistic 
Theology and Christian Ethics): Second Phase (Debendranath Tagore 1817-1905): 
Third Phase (Keshab Chandra Sen 1838-84): Expansion of Samaj: Later Stage of 
Samāj: Concluding Note. 
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2. 	Arya Samaj - Life Sketch of Swami Dayananda (1824-1883): Formative Influence: 
Context: His Contextual Reinterpretation of Religious Tenets: Rejection of Idol 
Worship and Certain Traditions: Issues on Caste System and Untouchability: Rights 
of Women for Education: Child Marriage and Widow Re-marriage: Refutation of 
other Indian Religions: Vedas as Revealed and Infallible Word of God: Concept of 
One God: Concept of Soul: Concept of Creation: Concept of Moksha: Four Ashramas: 
His View on Ethics: Shuddi Movement: Establishment of Arya Samāj: Arya Samāj 
and National Movement: Politics and Arya Samāj: Concluding Note.  

3. 	The Ramakrishna Mission - Sri Ramakrishna and his Early Influence: Context: Sri 
Ramakrishna Religious Experiences and Reinterpretations: Tantra Sādhanā: Bhakti 
Sādhanā: Vedanta Sādhanā. Swami Vivekananda and his Early Influence (1863-1902)- 
Context: Synthesis of Advaita with Other Schools of Indian Philosophy: Concept 
of God: Concept of the World: Concept of Māyā: Concept of Human: Concept of 
Bondage: Method of God-Realization/Liberation: The Rationale of Caste: His View 
on Inter-religious Harmony: His View on Women: His View on Education: Teachings 
on Universal Ethics and Moral Conduct: His Contribution towards Ramakrishna 
Mission: Brief History of Ramakrishna Mission-The Ideology of Ramakrishna 
Mission: Features of the Mission: Aims and Objectives: Rules and Regulations of the 
Ramakrishna Mission: Notable Philanthropic Activities-Medical Services: Work for 
women: Rural Uplift Work and Mass Contact among the Backward Communities: 
Work among the Tribal People: Relief and Rehabilitation Work: Its Extension and 
Growth: Spiritual and Cultural Support. 

4. 	Narayan Guru Movement - Brief Life Sketch of Narayana Guru: The Context: 
Reform Initiatives of Narayana Guru.  

5.	 Ayyavazhi Muthukutty (Kanyakumari District) - Development of Ayyavazhi:  
Ayyavazhi Teachings: Scriptures and Holy Places: Symbolism: Worship Centers: 
Social Structure: Festivals and Rituals.  

6.	 Influential Thinkers
i) 	 Mahatma Gandhi - Gandhi’s Religious Thought- Satya and Ahimsa: Sanatana 

Dharma-Eternal Religion: Religion of Humanity.  
ii)	 Aurobindo Ghose - Life and Work of Sri Aurobindo: His Literary Work: His 

Philosophical Background: His Methodology: His Philosophy: Epistemology. 
The Concept of Reality-The Absolute: The Omnipresent Reality: The Pure-
Existence: Conscious-Force: The Delight of Existence: Brahman: The Cosmos: 
Human Being: Theory of Involution and Evolution: Human in Evolution: 
Evolution of the Spiritual Human: The Triple Transformation: Integral Yoga: His 
View on Religion: The Ethics of Aurobindo: Concluding Note of Aurobindo’s 
Contribution. 

iii)	 S. Radhakrishnan (1888-1975) - Brief Life Skitch: The Absolute or the 
Brahman: God and the Absolute: World: Matter: Life: Mind: Self-Consciousness: 
The Individual Self: The Present Situation of Men: Karma and Freedom: Rebirth:  
Religion: The Ways of Knowing: Human Destiny.     

7. 	Bhakti Vedanta Prabhupada, ISKCON (1896-1977) - Background & History of 
Bhakti Vedanta Prabhupada: Beliefs: Concept of God: Concept of Human: Bhakti: 
Practices: ISKCON Today: Concluding Note.

8.	 Prajapati Brahmakumaris - A Brief Life Sketch: The Concept of God: Concept of 
the World: The Concept of Yuga: Brahma Kumaris’ Attitudes Towards Women: The 
Four Faces of Women: Swadarshan Chakradhari (Self-esteem): Interconnectedness: 
Transformation Initiated Through Spirituality: Spirituality of the Brahma Kumaris: 
Concluding Note.  
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9.	 Any Other Regional and Local Movements
i)	 Sankaradeva Movement in Assam - Context of Assam: A Brief Life Sketch of 

Sankaradeva (1944-1568). His Reform Initiatives: Religious Reform: Literary 
Reform: Social Reform: Institutional Reform: Ethical Reform. The Later Phase of 
the Movement. Evaluation and Conclusion.

ii)	 Zeliangrong Movement - A Brief Life Sketch of Jadonang (1905-1931): Goals 
and Programmes of Zeliangrong Movement: Jadonang’s Initiative: Activities of 
Rani Gaidinliu (1915-1993): Outcome of the Movement: Religious Reforms: 
Social Reforms: Ethical Reforms: Evaluation and Conclusion.   

iii)	 The Seng Khasi Movement - Historical Context of the Khasi: Origin of Seng 
Khasi: Organizational Structure of the Movement: Activities of Seng Khasi: 
Literary and Education: Archery: The Thanksgiving Dance (Shad Suk Mynsiem): 
Theological Standpoint of Seng Khasi: Evaluation and Conclusion. 

Chapter 3:	 Socio-Religious Movements within Islam, 	 156 
	 Sikh and Buddhist Religious Traditions	
1.	 Islam 
A.	Aligarh Movement - A Brief Historical Background of Syed Ahmad Khan 

(1817-1898): Family and Social Milieu: His Formative Influence: His Literary 
Work: Context: Syed Ahmad Khan’s Religious Reinterpretations: The Prophet as the 
Straight Path: Theological Place of Pre-Islamic Scriptures: His Views on Quran: The 
Credo: God and His Relationship to the World: Human and their Destiny: Taklif and 
the Source of Fiqh: His Theological Epistemology on Reason and Faith. The Aligarh 
Movement & Its Reform Initiatives: Evaluation.

B. 	Ahmadiyah Movement - Brief Historical Background of the Founder (1835-1908): 
His Claims, Interpretations and Reforms: Objectives and Expansion of Ahmadiyah 
Movement: Concluding Note.

C.	Influential Thinker: Sir Muhammad Iqbal - Brief Historical Background (1876-
1938): Poetry-Prose and Philosophical Works: His Philosophical Position: Ontological 
View:  Epistemological View: Axiological View: Ijtihad and Ijma: Quran: Ummah: 
Culture: Democracy: Concluding Note.   

2. 	Sikhism 
A.	Singh Sabha Movement - Context: Formation of Singh Sabha Movement:  Primary 

Objectives: Organizational Structure: Impact of the Movement. 
B.	 Gurudwara Reform - Context: The Movement.  
C.	Nirankari Movement Radha Soami Satsang - The Nirankari Panth: Life and 

Work of Dayal Ji: Darbara Singhji: Sahib Ratta Ji: Gurdit Singh Ji: Hara Singh Ji:  
Belief and Practices of Nirankari Sect: Teachings of Nirankari Gurus: Concluding 
Note. Radha Soami Satsang-Teachings of Radha Soami Satsang:  Supreme Being: 
Cosmology: Soul or Sura: Shabd: Salvation: Sant Satguru: Bhakti or Devotion: 
Religious Practices: Surat Shabd Yoga: Later Developments.

3.	 Buddhism 
	 Ambedkar and the Neo-Buddhist Movement/Sri Lanka - Historical Sketch of 

Ambedkar. Journey Towards Buddhism: His Reinterpretations Consists on the 
Following Perceptions: Dukkha: Mahabhinishkrmana (Great Renunciation): The 
Role of Sangha: Viharas: Lack of Essentials: Ambedkar’s Understanding of Religion: 
His Critique on Hinduism: Construction of Dhamma: Religion in the Context of 
Ambedkar’s Politics: Untouchability and Buddhism: Concluding Note. 
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Chapter 4:	 Guru Movements	 211
1.	 Common Features of Guru Movements 
2.	 Special Study of the Following Gurus
A.	Shirdi Sai Baba Tradition with Special Reference to Sathya Sai Baba - Life 

Sketch of Satya Sai Baba: Mystery of the Avatar:  His Claim on Kalki Avatar: Purpose 
of his Mission: The Divine in Human Form. His Interpretations of Religious Credo-
Vedas: The Nature of God:  The Divine in the Hearts of All: The Nature of the World: 
The Nature of Human:  The Nature of Salvation.  His Ethics and Moral Teachings: 
Truth: Peace: Love: Unity: Service: Education: Human Role in the Mission: Satya Sai 
Baba’s Movement. Concluding Note.   

B.	 Maharishi Mahesh Yogi and Transcendental Meditation - The Genesis of 
Transcendental Meditation: Transcendental Meditation and its Technique: Psychology 
of Human Development: Transcendental Consciousness or Unified Field, the Fourth 
State: Cosmic Consciousness, the Fifth State: Refined Cosmic Consciousness, the Sixth 
State: Unity Consciousness, the Seventh State: The Mechanism of Transcendental 
Meditation.  

C.	Rajneesh and His Movement - A Brief Life Sketch of Rajneesh (1931-1990): 
Rajneesh Influences:  His Methodological Framework: His Philosophical and 
Religious Teaching: Religionless Religion: Godless Spirituality: Human Being: 
On Sex and Sexuality: Meditation and Enlightenment: A New Creation - Zorba the 
Buddha:  His Vision for Oneness of Human Beings.

D.	Mata Amritananda Mayi - A Brief Historical Background of Mata Amritananda 
Mayi: Her Enlightenment:  Mata Amritananda Mayi’s Teachings: Motherhood: Place 
of Worship. Methods-Japa (Chanting): Meditation: Mantras and Pujas:  Visualization 
before Archana: Pranayama or Breathing Exercises Before Archana: At the End of 
Archana: Kundalini Shakti: Social Services. Concluding Note.

E.	 Sri Sri Ravi Shankar - A Brief Life Sketch of Ravishankar: His Influences: His 
Enlightenment. His Religio-Philosophical Thought- God, Human Being and Creation: 
Ways of Spiritual Elevation: Enlightenment: Consciousness: Understanding of 
Religions: Belongingness to Others: Sudarshan Kriya: Organization. Concluding 
Note.  
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