
Contents

Foreword	 ix
Acknowledgements	 xi
Abbreviations	 xiii
Introduction	 xvii

Chapter 1:	 Group Identity Models: Social Identity, Boundary Mechanisms	 1 
			   and Purity in Intergroup Relationships	
	 1.	 Introduction		 1
	 2.	 Social Identity Theory	 2
		  2.1.	 The Process of Social Identity Formation	 3
			   a.	 Categorization 	 3
			   b.	 Comparison 	 4
			   c.	 Stereotypes 	 5
		  2.2.	 Intergroup Conflict and Identity Construction	 6
		  2.3.	 Ideology and Identity Construction in Group Relationships	 7
	 3.	 Social Identity and Boundary Mechanisms in Intergroup Relationships	 10
		  3.1.	 Emile Durkheim	 11
		  3.2.	 Mary Douglas	 12
		  3.3.	 Works Following Emile Durkheim and Mary Douglas	 12
	 4.	 Group Identity and Purity: Purity as a Boundary Marker  
		  in Intergroup Relationships	 14
		  4.1.	 W. Robertson Smith	 15
		  4.2.	 Mary Douglas	 16
		  4.3.	 Jacob Neusner	 17
		  4.4.	 Jerome H. Neyrey	 18



vi 	 Prophetic Discourse in a Crisis of Exile

		  4.5.	 Jacob Milgrom	 19
	 5.	 Summary and Conclusion	 20

Chapter 2:	 Socio-Historical Situations of the Israelites in the Exilic Age:	 23 
			   Intergroup Relationships, Group Identification,  
			   and Boundary Construction in the Exilic Literature	
	 1.	 Introduction	 23
	 2.	 Israel in Exile	 24
	 3.	 Socio-Historical Situations of the Israelites in the Exilic Period	 27
		  3.1.	 Community of the Exiles in Babylonia 	 27
		  3.2.	 Community of Those Who Remained in Judah	 30
		  3.3.	 Judean Community in Egypt	 33
	 4.	 Judah in the Early Persian Period	 34
	 5.	 Intergroup Relationships in the Exilic Age	 37
		  5.1.	 Political Divide	 37
		  5.2.	 Conflict over Cultic Center and Priesthood	 38
		  5.3.	 Class Conflict	 39
		  5.4.	 Theological Difference	 39
		  5.5.	 Ethnic Conflict	 40
		  5.6.	 Dominance of Other Groups by the Babylonian Exilic Group	 40
	 6.	 Group Identification and Boundary Construction 	 41 
		  in the Exilic Literature	
		  6.1.	 The Empty Land and Desolation of Judah	 42
		  6.2.	 The Idea of the Remnant (Remnant of Israel)	 43
		  6.3.	 Exilic Experience as an Identity Marker	 43
		  6.4.	 Ethnicity, Genealogy, and Group Membership	 44
		  6.5.	 The Whole House of Israel - An Inclusive Perspective	 45
	 7.	 Pure and Impure Communities in the Book of Ezekiel	 47
	 8.	 Summary and Conclusion	 50

Chapter 3:	 Purity in the Book of Ezekiel	 53
	 1.	 Introduction	 53
	 2.	 Purity in the Book of Ezekiel	 54
		  2.1.	 Purity/Holiness Word Group rhj, amj, vdq, llx	 55
		  2.2.	 Purity and Holiness	 57
		  2.3.	 Impurity and Sin	 58
		  2.4.	 Types of Purity/Impurity	 59
			   a.	 Menstruation	 61



Contents	 vii

			   b. 	 Corpse Impurity	 62
			   c. 	 Food	 64
			   d.	 Idolatry 	 65
			   e. 	 Sacrifice of Children to Idols	 67
			   f.	 Bloodshed	 68
			   g.	 Sexual Impurity	 70
			   h.	 Holiness, Purity, and Defilement of the Sanctuary	 72
			   i.	 Purity/Impurity of the Land	 75
			   j.	 Defilement of the Divine Name	 76
			   k.	 Defilement of the People	 77
		  2.5.	 Purification	 79
	 3.	 Summary and Conclusion	 81

Chapter 4:	 Purity and Group Identity in the Book of Ezekiel	 83
		  General Introduction	 83
	 	 Explicit Identification of the Ingroup and the Outgroup 	 85 
	 	 (Ezekiel 11:14-21 and 33:25-29)	
	 1. 	 Introduction	 85
	 2. 	 Ezekiel 11:14-21: Choice of the Exilic Group	 86
		  2.1. 	 Nature and Design 	 86
		  2.2. 	 Setting	 86
		  2.3. 	 Text Analysis and Comments	 87
		  2.4.	 Summary - Divine Presence and Purification	 95
	 3.	 Ezekiel 33:23-29: The Non-Exilic Group as the Outgroup	 96
		  3.1.	 Nature and Design 	 96
		  3.2.	 Setting	 97
		  3.3.	 Text Analysis and Comments	 98
		  3.4.	 Summary - The Non-Exilic Group is Rejected Due to Impurities	103
	 4.	 Conclusion	 103

Chapter 5:	 Judgment of God on the Inhabitants of the Homeland	 105 
		  (Ezekiel 22:1-16)	
	 1.	 Introduction	 105
	 2.	 Nature & Design	 106
	 3.	 Setting		  108
	 4.	 Text Analysis and Comments	 109
		  4.1.	 A General Indictment - Jerusalem the Bloody City (vv.1-5)	 109



viii 	 Prophetic Discourse in a Crisis of Exile

		  4.2.	 A Detailed Indictment - Various Cases of Impurities 	 112 
			   of the Homelanders (vv. 6-12)	
		  4.3.	 Jerusalem’s Sentence - Purging the Impurities (vv. 13-16)	 117
	 5.	 Summary and Conclusion	 119

Chapter 6:	 Restoration and Purification of the Exiles (Ezekiel 37:15-28)	 123
	 1. 	 Introduction	 123
	 2.	 Nature and Design	 124
	 3. 	 Setting		  126
	 4. 	 Text Analysis and Comments	 127
		  4.1. 	 Sign Action of Joining the Two Sticks (vv. 15-19)	 127
		  4.2. 	 The Nation Restored and Purified by Yahweh (vv. 20-24a)	 132
		  4.3. 	 Everlasting Covenant with the Restored Community 	 136 
			   (vv. 24b-28)	
	 5. 	 Summary and Conclusion	 141

Chapter 7: 	The New Temple Community (Ezekiel 44:1-16)	 143
	 1.	 Introduction	 143
	 2. 	 Nature and Design	 145
	 3. 	 Setting		  146
	 4. 	 Text Analysis and Comments	 147
		  4.1. 	 The Closure of the East Gate and the Nasi (vv. 1-3)	 147
		  4.2. 	 Defilement of the Sanctuary and Exclusion of Foreigners 	 149 
			   (vv. 4-9)	
		  4.3. 	 Subordinate Status of the Levites (vv. 10-14)	 154
	 4.4. 	 Zadokites – The Only Legitimate Priests (vv. 15-16)	 158
	 5. 	 Summary and Conclusion	 160

Conclusion			   163
Bibliography			   167
Index of Subjects		  191
Index of Authors		  195


