
Contents

Abbreviations	 xi
Acknowledgements	 xiii
Introduction		 xv

Chapter 1:	The Objectives of the Research Work	 1
1.1 	Statement of the Research Problem	 1
1.2 	Importance of the Research	 2
1.3 	Scope and Limitations	 2
1.4 	Previous Research and the Rationale	 3
1.5 	Methodology	 3
1.6 	Structure or Arrangement	 3

Chapter 2: 	A Multi-Faceted Personality of Tissa Balasuriya  
and his Contributions to the Theological  
Methodology for Doing Theology in Asia	 5

2.1	 Tissa Balasuriya: A Brief Profile 	 5
2.2 	Balasuriya’s Contributions and Ideological Shifts	 9
2.3 	Theological Methodology of Balasuriya 	 15
	 Summary of Findings and Conclusion	 26

Chapter 3:	Balasuriya’s Re-interpreted Christology and its 
Liberation Motif 	 29

3.1	 Jesus Christ, a Historic Person and Liberator	 32



xxiv

Asian Christology

3.2 	Jesus Christ and the Kingdom of God 	 38
3.3 	Jesus Christ and his Cosmic mission with a vision	 40
3.4 	Christology and Mariology in Balasuriya’s discussion	 48
3.5 	Balasuriya’s Basic Pre-Suppositions of ‘Original Sin’	 54
	 Summary of findings and Conclusion	 66

Chapter 4:	Balasuriya’s Christology as Compared/ 
Contrasted with Latin American and Asian  
(South East/Far East Asia) Christologies	 69

4.1 	Balasuriya’s Christology: Its Convergences and  
Divergences with the Contemporary Christological 
Interpretation 	 69

4.2 	Scope and Relevance of Balasuriya’s Christology	 84
	 Summary of Findings and Conclusion	 92

Chapter 5:	Balasuriya’s Christology: An Appraisal	 95
5.1 	Balasuriya’s Formative Factors of Theology and Its 

Relevance in Asia	 98
5.2 An Indian Reading of Balasuriya’s Christology 	 110
5.3 Balasuriya’s Christology and Its Philosophical Basis	 113
5.4 	Jesus of History: The Fulfillment of the  

Universal Claims of Jesus, the Christ 	 121
	 Summary of Findings and Conclusion	 141

Chapter 6:	Summary and Conclusion: A Re-constructive  
Statement of Christology towards the  
Twenty-First Century	 145

Bibliography		 155
Index		  167	


