
Contents

Foreword	 ix
Acknowledgements	 xiii
Abbreviations	 xv
Introduction	 xvii

Chapter One	 1
Śaṅkara’s Advaita Vedānta: Some Preliminary Observations	 1
	 Introduction	 1
	 1.1.	What is Advaita	 3
	 1.2. 	Vedānta Before Śaṅkara	 4
	 1.2.1.	The Pre-Gauḍapāda Vedānta	 4
	 1.2.2.	Gauḍapāda’s Vedānta	 5
	 1.3. 	A Brief Analysis of Śaṅkara’s Advaita Vedānta	 8
	 1.3.1.	Date and Period of Śaṅkara	 8
	 1.3.2.	Works of Śaṅkara	 8
	 1.3.3.	Śaṅkara’s Context	 9
	 1.3.4.	Śaṅkara’s Thought as Theology	 10
	 1.3.5.	Method of Śaṅkara	 10
	 1.3.6.	Main Concepts in Śaṅkara’s Advaita Vedānta	 14
	 1.3.6.1.	Pramāṇas in Śaṅkara’s Advaita Vedānta	 14
	 1.3.6.2.	Nirguṇa-Saguṇa Brahman Categories   	 15
	 1.3.6.3.	Brahman-Īśvara Categories	 17
	 1.3.6.4.	Māyā	 19
	 1.3.6.5.	Problem of Adhyāsa and Avidyā	 22
	 1.3.6.6.	Human Person	 25
	 Conclusion	 26



xxviii  ■  Advaita Vedānta re-explored towards Ecological...

Chapter Two	 29
Relation in Śaṅkara’s Advaita Vedānta	 29
	 Introduction	 29
	 2.1.	Relation in Śaṅkara’s Advaita Vedānta	 30
	 2.2.	Tādātmya Relation in Śaṅkara’s Advaita Vedānta	 36
	 2.3.	Brahman/Ātman and Jagataḥ Relation	 38
	 2.3.1.	Brahman/Ātman and Jagataḥ Relation in  
		  terms of Conscious Cause and Effect 	 39
	 2.3.1.1.	Relation between Brahman/Ātman and  
		  Jagataḥ in terms of Inner-Reality Cause  
		  (Upādānakāraṇaṁ) and Operating Cause 
		  (Nimittakāraṇaṁ)	 42
	 2.3.1.2.	Brahman/Ātman (the Cause) is the  
		  Root of Jagataḥ (the Effect)	 45
	 2.3.1.3.	Brahman/Ātman (the Cause) is the  
		  Support and Controller of Jagataḥ (the Effect)	 46
	 2.3.1.4.	Relation between Brahman/Ātman  
		  (the Cause) and Jagataḥ (the Effect) in  
		  terms of Dependence	 47
	 2.3.2.	Brahman/Ātman and Jagataḥ Relation in  
		  terms of Nāmarūpa Relation	 48
	 2.3.2.1.	Derivation of Names and Forms and  
		  their relation to the Supreme Brahman/Ātman	 48
	 2.3.2.2.	The Pre-existence of Name and Form as  
		  Potential Seed of the Universe (Bījaśaktiḥ) in 
		  Brahman/Ātman	 50
	 2.3.2.3.	The Unmanifested or Causal Potentiality 
		  (Avyaktmaya) and Manifested states of the 
		  Universe as Name and Form	 51
	 2.3.2.4.	The Elements of the Earth Perform their  
		  activities through the Inner Presence of  
		  Brahman/Ātman	 52
	 2.3.3.	Brahman/Ātman and Jagataḥ Relation in  
		  terms of Illumination	 53
	 2.3.4.	Integral Relation between Nature and the  
		  Human Body in terms of  Pañcabhūtas	 54
	 2.4.	Brahman/Ātman and Jīva (Human Person) Relation 	 57



Contents  ■  xxix

	 2.4.1.	Brahman/Ātman and Jīva (Human Person)  
		  Relation in terms of Upādhi  Relation  
		  (Limiting Adjuncts)	 57
	 2.4.1.1.	Meaning of Upādhi or Limiting Adjuncts in 
		Ś  aṅkara’s Writings	 57
	 2.4.1.2.	The Internal Organ of Jīva as  
		  Limiting Adjunct of Brahman/Ātman	 58
	 2.4.1.3.	The Body and the Senses as  
		  Limiting Adjuncts of Brahman/Ātman	 60
	 2.4.2.	Brahman/Ātman and Jīva Relation explained in  
		  terms of Pervasion and  Illumination	 61
	 2.4.2.1.	Relation between Brahman/Ātman and  
		  Jīva in terms of Pervasion 	 62
	 2.4.2.2.	Brahman/Ātman and Jīva Relation in  
		  terms of Illumination	 64
	 2.4.3.	Brahman/Ātman and Jīva Relation explained in  
		  terms of Cosmic-Space (Mahākāśaḥ) and  
		  Pot-Space (Ghaṭākāśaḥ)	 65
	 2.4.4.	Brahman/Ātman and Jīva Relation explained in  
		  terms of Sun or Moon and their Reflection in Water	 66
	 Conclusion	 69

Chapter Three	 73
The Relevance of Brahman/God-World Relation to  
Indian Christian Eco-theology	 73
	 Introduction	 73
	 3.1. 	A Brief Study of Eco-theology	 75
	 3.1.1.	Eco-theology as Liberation Theology	 75
	 3.1.2.	Christian Eco-theology: A Brief Analysis	 78
	 3.1.3.	Christian Panentheistic Eco-theology as  
		  God’s Immanence in the World	 81
	 3.1.4.	Eco-Feminist Contribution to Eco-theology	 85
	 3.2. 	Indian Christian Liberation Theology and other Faiths	 88
	 3.3.	The Relevance of Brahman/God-World Relation to  
		  Eco-theology	 91
	 3.3.1.	Tādātmya Relation: An Approach towards an  
		  Indian Christian Panentheistic Eco-theology	 92



xxx  ■  Advaita Vedānta re-explored towards Ecological...

	 3.3.2.	An Indian Christian Panentheistic Eco-theology in  
		  terms of Creation as Dependent Entity on  
		  Brahman/God Who is its Inner Cause	 93
	 3.3.3.	An Indian Christian Panentheistic Eco-theology in  
		  terms of Brahman/God as Conscious Cause of  
		  Creation	 94
	 3.3.4.	An Indian Christian Panentheistic Eco-theology in  
		  terms of Brahman/God as the Inner Reality  
		  Providing Cause and the Ruling Principle of Creation	 95
	 3.3.5.	An Indian Christian Panentheistic Eco-theology in  
		  terms of Brahman/God being the Root of Creation	 100
	 3.3.6.	An Indian Christian Panentheistic Eco-theology in  
		  terms of Creation being the Name and Form of  
		  Brahman/God	 102
	 3.3.7.	An Indian Christian Panentheistic Eco-theology in  
		  terms of Creation Pre-existing as Potential Seed in 
		  Brahman/God	 104
	 3.3.8.	An Indian Christian Panentheistic Eco-theology in  
		  terms of the Unmanifested and Manifested state  
		  of Creation	 104
	 3.3.9.	An Indian Christian Panentheistic Eco-theology in 
		  terms of Earth’s Capacity to Perform its activity  
		  only due to the Inner Presence of Brahman/God	 105
	 3.3.10.	An Indian Christian Panentheistic  
		  Eco-theology in terms of Creation being  
		  Illumined by Brahman/God	 106
	 3.3.11.	An Indian Christian Panentheistic  
		  Eco-theology of an Integral relation between  
		  Brahman/God and Creation-Human body in  
		  terms of Pañcabhūtas	 107
	 3.4.	 Implications of Śaṅkara’s Advaita Vedānta for  
		  Ecological Balance	 110
	 Conclusion 	 111

Chapter Four	 115
The Relevance of Brahman/God-Human Relation to Dalit Theology	 115
	 Introduction	 115
	 4.1. 	A Brief Analysis of Dalit Theology	 116
	 4.1.1.	Meaning of the Term Dalit	 116



Contents  ■  xxxi

	 4.1.2.	Main Aspects of Christian Dalit Liberation Theology	 119
	 4.1.3.	Humanness: An Important Goal of Dalit Theology	 122
	 4.1.4.	Dalit Theology: A Theology of Identity	 125
	 4.1.5.	Dalit Theology and Hermeneutics	 126
	 4.1.6.	Dalit Theology and Indian Christian Theology	 128
	 4.2.	The Relevance of Brahman/God-Human 
		  Relation to Dalit Theology	 130
	 4.2.1.	The Identity of a Dalit Person in terms of  
		  Tādātmya Relation	 133
	 4.2.2. The Identity of a Dalit Person in terms of  
		  Brahman/God being the Inner Reality Providing  
		  Cause and the Operating Cause	 135
	 4.2.3.	The Identity of a Dalit Person in terms of  
		  Upādhi or Limiting Adjuncts of Brahman/God	 137
	 4.2.4.	The Identity of a Dalit Person in terms of  
		  Pervasion and Illumination of Brahman/God 
		  on a Human Person	 138
	 4.2.5.	The Identity of a Dalit Person in terms of  
		  the Analogy of Cosmic-Space and Pot-Space	 140
	 4.2.6.	The Identity of a Dalit Person in terms of  
		  being the Reflection of Brahman/God 	 141
	 4.3. 	Implications of Śaṅkara’s Advaita Vedānta for  
		  Dalit Liberation	 142
	 Conclusion	 145

Final Conclusion	 149

Bibliography	 157
Index	 181	


