Contents

Acknowledgement ... ...... ... .. ... i ix
Forward .. .......... . . . . . . ... xi
Introduction .. ....... ... ... ... . . . oo XV
ChapterOne . ...ttt 1

The Feminist Theology of Rosemary Ruether and its Limitation
1. Introduction......... ..., 1
2. Ruether’s Feminist Theology .. .................... 2
2.1 Ruether’s Dialectical Methodology. .. ........... 4
2.2 Three Themes in Ruether’s Work. .. ........... 10
2.2.1 The Image of Woman in the Church. .. ... 11

2.2.2 The Nature and Condition of Evil:

Implications for Women ............... 17
2.2.3 Feminist Theological Reconstruction.. . . . .. 24
2.3 Conclusion .......... ... oL 29
3. Kiristevas Insight...... ... oo o i 33
4. Conclusion .......... .. .. i 36
Chapter Two .. ...t e 39

The Trajectory of Kristeva’s Thought
1. Introduction............... .. .. 39
2. FourStages ......... ..o 43



xxii W Christian Ethics and the Crisis of Gender Violence

2.1 First Stage:
The Bulgaria-Paris Transition: 1966 to 1974. . . . .

2.1.1 La révolution du langage poétique:
An Introduction. . . ....... ... .. . ...

2.1.2 Mikhail Bakhtin......................
2.1.3 Roland Barthes. .. ....................
2.1.4 Emile Benveniste . . ...................
2.1.5 Georges Bataille . .. ............. .. ...
2.1.6 Ferdinand de Saussure .................
2.1.7 Jacques Lacan. . ....... ... ... ... ...
2.1.8 Summary. ...

2.2 Second Stage: The China Experience and
Kristeva’s Shift: 1974t0 1980 ....................

2.3 Third Stage: The Speaking Subject and
the Human Psyche: Horror, Love, Melancholy. . . .

2.3.1 Powersof Horror . .. ..................
232 TalesofLove ..........cooiiiin....
233 BlackSun................ ... ... ...,
234 Summary .. ...

2.4 Fourth Stage: “Psychoanalysts in Times of Distress”
Dissident and Stranger; Exile and Healer. . ........

2.4.1 Strangers to Ourselves and
Nations Without Nationalism ...........

2.4.2 Novelistic Discourse. . .................

2.5 Conclusion ........... .. i

3. Ciritiques of Kristeva’s Work .................. ...
3.1 Introduction . ............. i
3.2 Bi-polar Reactions . ........................
3.3 Moving Beyond the Bi-polar . ................

4. Conclusion . ...



Contents m xxiii
Chapter Three.......... ... oo i, 85
Revolution in Poetic Language
1. Introduction............. ... .. ... 85
2. Revolution in Poetic Language ................... 90
2.1 Preliminary Investigations . .................. 90
2.2 The Semiotic and the Symbolic............... 95
2.2.1 Kristeva’s Expanded Sense of “Text”. ... .. 104
2.3 Negativity .........o i 107
2.4 Heterogeneity ........................... 115
25 Practice ... ... 120
2.6 Conclusion ............. ... ... o 122
ChapterFour ....... ... ... .. i i, 125
The Ramifications of Kristeva’s Theory: Abjection and Ethics
1. Introduction............ .. ... .. i L 125
2. Powers of Horror: An Essay in Abjection . ......... 127
2.1 AnalyticTheory.......... ..., 133
2.2 The History of Religions . . ................. 137
2.3 Céline’s Horror ........... ..o 142
3. Kristevas Ethics: Ambiguous and Irreconcilable.. . . . . 144
3.1 Poetry as a Model for Ethics. . ............... 145
3.2 Maternity as a Model for Ethics.............. 147
3.3 Psychoanalysis as a Model for Ethics .......... 149
4. Conclusion . ........ ... . . i 153
Chapter Five ........ .. oo 155
A Comparative Analysis of Kristeva and Ruether
1. Introduction............ . ... . .. i 155
2. Synopsis of Key Insights in the Thought
of JuliaKristeva. .. ........... .. ..., 156
2.1 Otherness, Totalitarianism and
the Crisis of the Speaking Subject ............ 156
2.2 The Body and Language:
Kristeva’s Dialectical Methodology. ........... 159



xxiv W Christian Ethics and the Crisis of Gender Violence

2.3 Language as Subversive and

the Ethical Function of Practice. ............. 162

2.4 Ramifications of Kristevas Insights for
Feminist Theology and Christian Ethics. . . ... .. 164
3. Key Concerns and Contributions of Ruether . ... ... 167

4. Kiristeva’s Correctives and Contributions to Ruether . . 171

5. Ruether’s Correctives and Contributions to Kristeva .. 180

Conclusion .. ......... . 193
Selected Bibliography . . . ....... ... ... .. . .. . .. 197
Works by Julia Kristeva .. ........................... 197
Secondary Literature About Kristeva . . .................. 200
Related Works . . ... 204
Index of Subjects .. ....... ... ... .. i i 211

Index of Authors ... ... . .. ... . i i 215



