
Contents

Acknowledgement	 xv
Preface	 xvii

Chapter 1:	The Term Ecumenical: Meaning, Origin, Re-Reading 	 1 
	 from a Postcolonial Perspective, Present-day Usage,  
	 and Significance
	 1.1.	 Meaning and Origin, and Re-Reading from a Postcolonial	 1 
		  Perspective
	 1.2. 	Present-day Usage	 9
	 1.3. 	Significance	 10
		  1.3.1.	 Spiritual and Religious Context	 10
			   1.3.1.1.	 Christian Unification and Harmony	 10
			   1.3.1.2.	 Ecumenical Councils	 11
			   1.3.1.3. 	 Interfaith Dialogue	 11
		  1.3.2. 	Broader Cultural Context	 11
			   1.3.2.1. Unity Across Divisions	 11
			   1.3.2.2. Global Perspective	 12
			   1.3.2.3. Bridge-Building	 12
			   1.3.2.4. Cultural and Historical Impact	 12
		  1.3.3.	 Modern Application	 12

Chapter 2: Biblical and Theological Foundations of Ecumenism	 13
	 2.1.	 The Tower of Babel		  13
	 2.2.	 The Unity of Pentecost - Overcoming the Division of Babel 	 14 
		  (Acts 2:1‑12)
	 2.3. 	The Body of Christ Unites All People	 15
	 2.4. 	Divine Imperative for Ecclesiastical Unity	 15
	 2.5. 	The Role of the Holy Spirit in Ecclesial Cohesion	 16
	 2.6. 	Postcolonial Reading of Melchizedek: An Ecumenical Prototype	 16
	 Conclusion				   17



vi	 The History and Theology of the Ecumenical Movement

Chapter 3: Division of the Church in the First and Second Millennium	 19
	 3.1. 	Division in the Early Church	 20
		  3.1.1. 	Localised Issues		 20
		  3.1.2.	 Broader Challenges within the Church	 20
		  3.1.3.	 Montanism		  21
			   3.1.3.1. 	 Background	 21
			   3.1.3.2. 	 Origin of Montanism	 21
			   3.1.3.3. 	 Features of Montanism	 22
		  3.1.4. 	Manichaeism		  23
		  3.1.5. 	Gnosticism		  24
			   3.1.5.1. 	 The Gnostics: The Birth of Religious Philosophy	 24
		  3.1.6.	 Monarchianism		  26
			   3.1.6.1. 	 An Examination of Early Christological	 26 
				    Controversies
		  3.1.7. 	Arianism		  27
		  3.1.8. 	Macedonianism		  28
		  3.1.9. 	Nestorianism		  29
		  3.1.10. Eutychianism		  30
		  3.1.11. East and West Division/The Great Schism of 1054	 31
			   3.1.11.1. Linguistic Divergence	 31
			   3.1.11.2. Political Dynamics	 31
			   3.1.11.3. Eastern Universalism	 31
			   3.1.11.4. Western Universalism	 31
			   3.1.11.5. Theological Contrasts	 32
		  3.1.12. Iconoclastic Controversy	 32
			   3.1.12.1. First Iconoclasm (726–787)	 32
			   3.1.12.2. Second Iconoclasm (814–842)	 32
	 Conclusion				   33

Chapter 4: Ecumenical Movement	 35
	 4.1. 	Evangelical and Missionary Movements of the 19th Century	 35
		  4.1.1.	 Interdenominational Unity in the Context of the	 35 
			   Evangelical Movement
			   4.1.1.1. 	 Pietism		 35
			   4.1.1.2. 	 Evangelical Awakening	 37
				    4.1.1.2.1. The First Great Awakening (1725-1750)	 37
				    4.1.1.2.2. The Second Great Awakening 	 38 
				                    (1825-1835)



Contents	 vii

				    4.1.1.2.3. The Third Great Awakening 	 38 
				                    (1857-1858)
			   4.1.1.3. 	 Voluntary Movements and Student Christian 	 40 
				    Movements	 40
				    4.1.1.3.1. Young Men’s Christian Association	 40
				    4.1.1.3.2. Young Women’s Christian Association	 40
				    4.1.1.3.3. Student Volunteer Movement (S.V.M.)	 41
				    4.1.1.3.3.1. Roles of Women in S.V.M.	 41
				    4.1.1.3.4. Modern Missionary Movements	 42
				    4.1.1.3.4.1. The Society for Promoting 	 43 
					            Christian Knowledge (SPCK)
				    4.1.1.3.4.2. The Danish-Halle Lutheran Mission	 43
				    4.1.1.3.4.3. Baptist Missionary Society	 43
				    4.1.1.3.4.4. The London Missionary Society	 44 
			                                     (1795)
				    4.1.1.3.4.5. The American Board of	 44 
		                                               Commissioners for Foreign  
					             Missions
				    4.1.1.3.4.6. Interdenominational Cooperation 	 44 
		                                              in Germany
				    4.1.1.3.4.7. The Swedish Missionary Society	 45
				    4.1.1.3.4.8. The Church of Scotland	 45
				    4.1.1.3.4.9. The Basel Mission	 45
				    4.1.1.3.4.10. Zenana Missions	 47
	 Conclusion				   47

Chapter 5: World/International Missionary Conferences	 49
	 5.1.	 The World Missionary Conference at Edinburgh (1910)	 50
		  5.1.1.	 The Context		  50
		  5.1.2.	 Title			   50
		  5.1.3.	 The Conference		  51
			   5.1.3.1. Representation at the Conference	 51
		  5.1.4. 	The Eight Commissions	 53
		  5.1.5. 	The Impacts of WMC	 54
		  5.1.6. 	Postcolonial Reading of the IMC	 54
	 5.2.	 Life and Work and Faith and Order Movements	 56
		  5.2.1. 	Life and Work		  56
		  5.2.2. 	Faith and Order		  58
			   5.2.2.1.	 Origin		  58



viii	 The History and Theology of the Ecumenical Movement

			   5.2.2.2.	 Preliminary Meeting	 59
			   5.2.2.3.	 First World Conference Lausanne 1927	 59
			   5.2.2.4. 	 Second World Conference Edinburgh 1937	 61
			   5.2.2.5. 	 Final Meeting, Amsterdam	 61
		  5.2.3.	 Impacts of Life and Work and Faith and Order on 	 62 
			   the Modern Understanding of Christian Unity
			   5.2.3.1.	 The Life and Work Movement: A Practical	 62 
				    Approach to Christian Unity (1925–1948)
				    5.2.3.1.1. Impact on Contemporary Christian	 62 
				                    Unity
			   5.2.3.2. 	 Doctrinal Unity in the Faith and Order 	 63 
				    Movement (1910s–1948)
				    5.2.3.2.1. Effects on Contemporary Unity	 63
		  5.2.4. International Missionary Conference at Crans in 1920	 64
	 5.3. 	International Missionary Council (IMC) 1921-1961	 65

Chapter 6: World Council of Churches	 69
	 6.1. 	Beginning and Development of WCC	 69
	 6.2. 	The Basis			   72
	 6.3.	 Assemblies of WCC		  73
		  6.3.1. 	First Assembly: Amsterdam, Holland, 1948	 73
		  6.3.2. 	Second Assembly: Evanston, 1954	 74
		  6.3.3. 	Third Assembly: New Delhi, 1961	 75
		  6.3.4. 	Fourth Assembly: Uppsala, Sweden, 1968	 75
		  6.3.5. 	Fifth Assembly: Nairobi, Kenya, 1975	 76
		  6.3.6. 	Sixth Assembly: Vancouver, 1983	 76
		  6.3.7. 	Seventh Assembly: Canberra, 1991	 77
		  6.3.8. 	Eighth Assembly: Harare, Zimbabwe, 1998	 77
		  6.3.9. 	Ninth Assembly: Porto Alegre, Brazil, 2006	 77
		  6.3.10. Tenth Assembly: Busan, South Korea, 2013	 78
		  6.3.11. Eleventh Assembly: Karlsruhe, Germany, 2022	 78
	 6.4. 	Postcolonial Reading of the WCC	 79
		  6.4.1. 	Colonial Heritage and Eurocentrism	 79
		  6.4.2. 	Mission and Empire’s Legacy	 79
		  6.4.3. 	Global South Involvement and Participation	 80
		  6.4.4. 	Philosophy of Emancipation and Equity	 81
		  6.4.5. 	Ecumenical and Intercultural Cooperation	 82
	 Conclusion				   82



Contents	 ix

Chapter 7: Continental Ecumenical Movements	 85
	 7.1. 	Christian Conference of Asia	 86
	 7.2. 	 Ecumenical Association of Third World Theologians (EATWOT)	 89
		  7.2.1. 	Aims and Objectives of Eatwot	 92
		  7.2.2. 	Key Themes in EATWOT Theology	 92
		  7.2.3. 	Notable Theologians in EATWOT	 93
		  7.2.4. 	EATWOT and Indian Contextual Theology	 94
		  7.2.5. 	EATWOT and Northeast Indian Theology	 95
		  7.2.6. 	EATWOT’s Legacy and Ongoing Relevance	 96
	 7.3.	 Church Auxiliary for Social Action (CASA)	 96
	 Conclusion				   98

Chapter 8: 	Key Concepts in Ecumenism (Exploring Terms that Shape 	 99 
Christian Unity and Dialogue)

	 8.1.	 Comity			   99
		  8.1.1. 	Meaning			  99
		  8.1.2. 	Cooperation and Unity in Mission Fields	 100
		  8.1.3. 	Benefits and Challenges of Comity	 100
		  8.1.4. 	Benefits			  101
			   8.1.4.1. 	 Newbegin’s Articulation	 101
			   8.1.4.2. 	 Comity Fosters Solidarity among Christians	 101
			   8.1.4.3. 	 It Minimises Resource Duplication	 102
			   8.1.4.4. 	 It Encourages Collaborative Engagement	 102
			   8.1.4.5. 	 It Strengthens the Global Witness	 102
			   8.1.4.6. 	 It Improves Resource Sharing	 102
			   8.1.4.7. 	 It Promotes Harmonious Coexistence	 102
		  8.1.5.	 Challenges of Comity in the Ecumenical Movement	 102
			   8.1.5.1. Negotiations on Theological Authenticity	 102
			   8.1.5.2. Opposition from Denominations 	 102
			   8.1.5.3. Concerns Regarding Justice	 102
			   8.1.5.4. Restrictions on Missionary Efforts	 102
			   8.1.5.5. Risk of Superficial Harmony	 103
			   8.1.5.6. Cultural and Contextual Challenges	 103
	 8.2. 	Wider Ecumenism		  103
	 Conclusion				   110

Chapter 9: Different Models of Church Unity	 111
	 9.1. 	Cooperative Action		  112
	 9.2. 	Organic Union			   112



x	 The History and Theology of the Ecumenical Movement

	 9.3. 	Conciliar Fellowship		  116
	 9.4. 	Intercommunion		  120
	 9.5.	 Spiritual Model			  121
Chapter 10: Ecumenism in Northeast India (Tribal Ecumenism):	 123 

Trials and Emerging Ecumenical Trajectories	
	 10.1.	The Emergence of Christianity in Northeast India	 123
		  10.1.1.	Mizoram		  123
		  10.1.2.	Arunachal Pradesh	 124
		  10.1.3.	Meghalaya		  125
		  10.1.4.	Manipur			  127
			   10.1.4.1.	The Establishment of the Arthington 	 127 
				    Aborigines Mission
			   10.1.4.2.	 The Establishment of the Welsh Presbyterian	 128 
				    Mission
		  10.1.5.	Tripura			   129
		  10.1.6.	Nagaland		  131
		  10.1.7.	Assam			   132
	 10.2.	 Attempts at the Formation of Church Union in Northeast India	 133
	 10.3.	 Challenges to Church Union Negotiations (A Period of Trials)	 135
		  10.3.1.	Doctrinal Factors	 135
		  10.3.2.	 Influence of Ultra-Conservative Theology	 136
		  10.3.3.	Communalism		 136
		  10.3.4.	Form of Worship	 136
		  10.3.5.	Ecclesiastical Organisations	 136
		  10.3.6.	Ecclesiastical Rituals and Lifestyle	 136
		  10.3.7.	Churches’ Internal Problems and Splits	 137
		  10.3.8.	Denominational Ecumenism	 137
	 10.4.	The North East India Christian Council (NEICC)	 137
		  10.4.1.	Common Project	 139
		  10.4.2.	Strengths of NEICC	 139
		  10.4.3.	Weaknesses of NEICC	 139
	 10.5.	 Relationship between Roman Catholic and Protestant Churches	 140
	 10.6.	Emerging Ecumenical Trajectories	 140
		  10.6.1.	From the Institutional to the Mystical	 141
		  10.6.2.	From the Centre to the Margins	 142

Chapter 11: National Ecumenical Movements	 145
	 11.1.	National Council of Churches in India (NCCI)	 145
		  11.1.1.	The Function of the National Christian Council	 147



Contents	 xi

			   11.1.1.1. The National Movement and the NCC	 147
			   11.1.1.2. NCC and Evangelism and Mission	 148
			   11.1.1.3. Church-Centric Focus within the Council	 148
		  11.1.2.	Critique of the National Council of Churches in India	 148
	 11.2.	The National Christian Council of Sri Lanka	 148
	 11.3.	Myanmar Council of Churches	 150
		  11.3.1. 	 An Overview		  150
		  11.3.2. 	 Background Context	 151
		  11.3.3. 	 Membership Criteria	 151
		  11.3.4. 	 Mission & Ecumenism Department Purpose	 151
		  11.3.5. 	 Strategic Plans	 152
		  11.3.6. 	 Vision and Mission	 152
		  11.3.7. 	 Objectives		  152
		  11.3.8. 	 Myanmar Ecumenical Institute (M.E.I)	 153
		  11.3.9. 	 Purpose		  153
		  11.3.10. 	Plans			   153
	 11.4. Criticism of the Myanmar Council of Churches	 153
		  11.4.1. 	 Perceived Insufficient Advocacy	 153
		  11.4.2. 	 Concerns Regarding Religious Freedom	 153
		  11.4.3. 	 Government Alignment	 154
		  11.4.4. 	 Internal Divisions and Unity Issues	 154
		  11.4.5. 	 Impact of Colonial History	 154

Chapter 12: Roman Catholics and Protestant Churches	 155
	 12.1. 	 Pre-Vatican Relationship	 155
		  12.1.1.	 Historical Context	 155
		  12.1.2. 	Catholic Attitude toward Protestants	 156
		  12.1.3. 	Protestant Views of the Catholic Church	 156
		  12.1.4. 	Vatican (1962–1965): A Turning Point	 157
			   12.1.4.1. Key Documents	 158
			   12.1.4.2. Changes in Theology	 159
			   12.1.4.3. Shifts in Attitude	 159
	 Conclusion				    159

Chapter 13: Indian Expressions of Ecumenism	 161
	 13.1.	 Formation of National Missionary Council	 161
	 13.2.	 South India United Church (SIUC)	 164
	 13.3.	 The Church of South India	 166
		  13.3.1.	 Challenges		  168



xii	 The History and Theology of the Ecumenical Movement

			   13.3.1.1. Recognition of Episcopal Authority	 168
			   13.3.1.2. Personal Jealousies	 169
			   13.3.1.3. Problems Identified by Bishop Chellappa	 169
		  13.3.2.	 Towards Wider Union	 169
		  13.3.3.	 Worship		  170
		  13.3.4.	 Women in the Church	 170
		  13.3.5.	 Statement on Baptism	 171
	 13.4.	 The Church of North India	 171
		  13.4.1.	 Round Table Conferences	 171
		  13.4.2.	 Issues and Challenges	 174
	 13.5.	 Communion of Churches in India	 175
		  13.5.1.	 Aims and Objectives of the Communion	 176
		  13.5.2.	 Challenges		  178
	 13.6.	 United Theological College	 179
		  13.6.1.	 Mission of the College	 179
		  13.6.2.	 Theological Courses of Ecumenical Nature Offered 	 180 
			   at UTC
		  13.6.3.	 Ecumenical Ecclesial Exposure	 181
		  13.6.4.	 Intensive Field Education	 181
	 13.7.	 Ecumenical Christian Centre	 183
		  13.7.1.	 ECC’s Programmes	 184
		  13.7.2.	 Contributions to Nation-Building and Social Change	186
		  13.7.3.	 The Indian School of Ecumenical Theology (ISET)	 186
		  13.7.4.	 ECC Neighbourhood Interactive Forum	 187
	 13.8.	 Christian Medical College and Hospital, Vellore	 188
		  13.8.1.	 Hospital Network	 188
		  13.8.2. 	Mission and Vision	 189
		  13.8.3.	 Motto			  189
		  13.8.4.	 Department of Community Health	 190
		  13.8.5.	 Rural Unit for Health and Social Affairs (RUHSA)	 190
		  13.8.6.	 Low Cost Effective Care Unit & Shalom Family	 190 
			   Medicine Centre
		  13.8.7.	 The Department of Ophthalmology	 191
		  13.8.8.	 College of Nursing Community Health (CONCH)	 191
	 Conclusion				    191

Chapter 14: Council of Churches in Mizoram	 193
	 14.1.	 Mizoram’s Ecclesiastical History can be Broadly 	 194 
		  Categorised into 4 Distinct Periods



Contents	 xiii

		  14.1.1. The First Period (1894-1948)	 194
		  14.1.2. The Second Period (1949-1983)	 194
		  14.1.3. The Dark Period (1884-2010)	 194
		  14.1.4. The Brighter Period (2011-2023)	 195
	 14.2.	 First Business Session	 197
	 14.3.	 Inauguration of the Council of Churches in Mizoram	 197
	 14.4.	 Mission Statement		  198
	 14.5.	 Membership			   198

Chapter 15: Women in the Ecumenical Movement	 199
	 15.1.	 Theological Contributions	 200
		  15.1.1. Letty M. Russell	 200
		  15.1.2. Mercy Amba Oduyoye	 200
		  15.1.3. Kwok Pui Lan		 201
	 15.2.	 Administrative Role		  202
	 15.3.	 Equity Work			   202
	 15.4.	 Fostering Down-to-Earth Movement	 203
	 15.5.	 Historical Study of Women’s Engagement in the 	 203 
		  Ecumenical Movement
	 15.6. 	 The Zenana Mission		  205
	 15.7.	 A Postcolonial Reading of the Contributions of Women 	 206 
		  in the Ecumenical Movement
	 Conclusion				   208

Chapter 16: Edinburgh 2010		  211
	 16.1. 	 An Overview			   211
	 16.2. 	 The Conference		  212
	 16.3. 	 Hopes Beyond Edinburgh 2010	 215
	 16.4. 	 Postcolonial Reading of Edinburgh 2010	 216
		  16.4.1. 	Edinburgh 1910s Legacy: Persistence and 	 216 
			   Disintegration
		  16.4.2. 	Western Domination	 217
		  16.4.3.	Representation and Counterfeiting	 217
		  16.4.4.	Colonial Shadows and Missiological Vocabulary	 218
	 Conclusion				   218

Bibliography				    221


