
Contents

Foreword	 xiii
Acknowledgement	 xix
List of Abbreviations	 xxi
General Introduction	 xxiii

Chapter 1: The Adi and Their Culture	 1
Introduction		  1
1.	 The Traditional Adi Society	 2
	 1.1. 	 Socio-Cultural Dimension	 3
		  1.1.1.	 Social Bond and Relationship	 3
		  1.1.2.	 Patriarchal System	 4
		  1.1.3.	 Dormitory System	 4
		  1.1.4.	 Marriage System or Polygamy System	 5
		  1.1.5.	 Position of Women	 5
		  1.1.6.	 Bereavement Period	 6
		  1.1.7.	 Observance of Annual Festivals and Rituals	 6
		  1.1.8.	 Housing Pattern	 7
2.	 Political Dimension	 7
	 2.1.	 Village as Political Unit	 7
	 2.2.	 Political Life Rooted in Economic Condition	 8
3.	 Economic Dimension	 8
	 3.1.	 Self-Sufficient but Wastage of Resources	 9
	 3.2.	 Natural Resources	 9
	 3.3.	 Barter System	 9
4.	 Religious Dimension	 9
	 4.1.	 Animistic	 9
	 4.2.	 Role of Local Priest	 10
	 4.3.	 Foretelling Act	 11



viii    	 Origin and Development of Christianity among the Adis

	 4.4.	 Observance of Religious Festivals and Practices	 11
	 4.5.	 Concept of Final Destiny After Death	 11
Conclusion		  11

Chapter 2: The Historical Development of Adi Christianity	 13
Introduction		  13
1.	 Inflow of Christianity in Adi Lands	 14
2.	 Development of Different Foreign Mission towards 	 14 
	 the Adi and Its Consequences
	 2.1. 	 First Phase: 1900-1903	 14
	 2.2. 	 Second Phase: 1904-1920	 16
	 2.3. 	 Third Phase: 1921-1958	 17
3. 	 Basic Mission Strategies Opted by the Missionaries 	 19
	 3.1. 	 Direct Evangelism	 19
	 3.2. 	 Indirect Evangelism	 20
		  3.2.1.	 Education	 20
		  3.2.2.	 Literature Work	 20
		  3.2.3.	 Development of Adi Primer	 21
		  3.2.4.	 The Life and Commitment of Missionaries 	 22
4. 	 The Nascence of Siang Baptist Christian Association 	 22 
	 (SBCA) and The Period of Persecution
5.	 Adi and Its Affiliated Mission Agencies and Mission	 26 
	 Partnership
	 5.1.	 North Bank Baptist Christian Association (NBBCA)	 27
	 5.2.	 Arunachal Baptist Church Council (ABCC)	 28
	 5.3.	 Manipur Christian Organisation (MCO)	 28
	 5.4.	 Bible Society of India (BSI)	 28
	 5.5.	 Free Church of India (FCI)	 29
	 5.6.	 Zoram Baptist Mission (ZBM)	 29
	 5.7.	 Indian Evangelical Mission (IEM)	 29
Conclusion		  29

Chapter 3: The Interaction of Adi Culture and the Christianity	31
Introduction		  31
1.	 Christianity and the Introduction of New Elements 	 32 
	 in the Adi Society
	 1.1. 	 Socio-Cultural Dimension	 32



Contents   	 ix

		  1.1.1.	 Encouragement of Monogamy	 33
		  1.1.2.	 Reshaping the Old Patriarchal System	 33
		  1.1.3.	 Promotion of Women Position	 33
		  1.1.4.	 Less Emphasis on Dormitory System	 34
	 1.2. 	 Political Dimension	 34
		  1.2.1.	 Creation of Judicial Awareness in Village Unit	 34
	 1.3. 	 Economic Dimension	 35
	 1.4. 	 Religious Dimension	 35
		  1.4.1.	 Change of Religious Content	 35
		  1.4.2.	 Concept of Heaven After Death	 35
		  1.4.3.	 New Concept (Jesus Christ)	 35
		  1.4.4.	 Removal of Fear of Evil Spirit	 36
	 1.5.	 Intellectual Development	 37
		  1.5.1.	 Development of Arts, Literature and Education	37
		  1.5.2.	 Development of Healthy Choices	 38
		  1.5.3.	 Development of Self-Awareness as Adi	 38
		  1.5.4.	 Development of Writings in Tribal Dialect	 38
2. 	 Issues Emerged Due to Interaction of Adi Culture 	 39 
	 and Christianity
	 2.1.	 Social Division	 39
	 2.2.	 Village Conflict	 39
	 2.3.	 Western Ideas of Christianity	 40
	 2.4.	 Total Renunciation and Less Privileged	 40
	 2.5.	 Confusion about Few Tribal Practices	 41
	 2.6.	 Gospel or Culture? 	 41
Conclusion	  	 42

Chapter 4: The Adi Baptist Union (ABU) and 	 45 
	             Its Administrative Set Up

Introduction		  45
1.	 The Historical Reasons for Having Centralised Administration 	46
2.	 The Union-Name, Society Registration, Operational Area 	 47 
	 and Headquarters
3.	 Organisational Structure of the ABU	 47
4.	 Ministerial Structure of the ABU	 48
	 4.1.	 ABU Children/Sunday School Department	 48
	 4.2.	 ABU Youth Department 	 49



x    	 Origin and Development of Christianity among the Adis

	 4.3.	 ABU Women Department	 49
	 4.4.	 ABU General Department	 50
	 4.5.	 Literature Department	 50
	 4.6.	 Mission Department	 51
	 4.7.	 Finance Department	 51
	 4.8.	 Music Department	 52
	 4.9.	 Education Department	 52
	 4.10.	Theological Education Department	 53
	 4.11.	Pastoral Ministry Department 	 55
	 4.12.	Mass Media Communication Department	 55
	 4.13.	Health, Relief and Development Department 	 55
5.	 Administrative Structure of ABU	 56
6.	 The Doctrinal Stand of ABU	 56
7.	 The ABU Pioneers	 56
8.	 The ABU Budget and Annual Plans	 58
9.	 The Present ABU Leaders	 58
Conclusion	  	 59

Chapter 5: The External and Internal Determinants  
                  that Affects Growth and Failure of ABU	 61
Introduction		  61
1.	 The Role and Contributions of Missionaries as the External	 61 
	 Determinants for the Growth of Adi Christianity or ABU
	 1.1.	 The Sadiya Mission School	 62
	 1.2.	 Coming of Various Foreign Mission Agencies	 62
	 1.3.	 The Baptist Church of Mizoram (BCM)	 63
		  1.3.1.	 The ABU and BCM Mission Partnership 	 63
		  1.3.2.	 BCM Mission Strategies	 64
			   1.3.2.1. Preaching	 64
			   1.3.2.2. Better and Efficient Centralised	 64 
	                                  Administration
			   1.3.2.3. The Music Ministry	 65
			   1.3.2.4. The Evangelism and Mission	 65
			   1.3.2.5. The Church Planting and Building	 66
			   1.3.2.6. The Giving Ministry of Mission	 67 
			                Sponsorship-Scholarship for  
                                       Theological Education



Contents   	 xi

			   1.3.2.7. The Promotion and Preservation 	 67 
                                       of Adi Literature
			   1.3.2.8. The Evangelical Vocational Training	 67
2.	 The Role and Contributions of Local Adi Christians as the	 68 
	 Internal Determinants for the Growth of Adi Christianity  
	 or ABU
	 2.1.	 Role of DLBCA (at present DLNBCA) Leaders 	 68
	 2.2.	 Role of ABU Pioneers	 69
		  2.2.1.	 The Evangelism Work	 69
		  2.2.2.	 The Group Mission Work	 70
	 2.3.	 The Unity or Team Work in the Ministry	 71
	 2.4.	 The Persecutions	 71
	 2.5.	 Fear of Evil Spirit and the Untimely Sicknesses 	 72
3. 	 Factors Responsible for the Failure of Adi Christianity or ABU	 73
	 3.1. 	 Lack of Unity due to Conflict in Interest	 73
	 3.2.  	Lack of Proper Administration	 73
	 3.3.  	Lack of Committed Trained Workers	 73
	 3.4.  	Proper Ministerial or Mission Strategies 	 74
	 3.5.  	Lack of Giving	 75
	 3.6.  	Restriction in Mission Work	 75
	 3.7.  	Improper Means of Communication in Adi Areas 	 76
	 3.8. 	 Lack of Personal Commitment or Half-hearted Service 	 76
Conclusion		  76

Chapter 6: Critical Analysis of Adi Christianity	 79
Introduction		  79
1.	 Contextualised Church	 79
	 1.1. 	 Worship Elements	 80
	 1.2.	 Use of Tribal Dialect (Language) and Terminology	 81
	 1.3.	 Reviving Traditional Music	 81
	 1.4.	 Dress Code	 81
	 1.5.	 Separate Worship for Old Age Citizens of the Church 	 82
	 1.6.	 Proper Approach for Effective Communication:	 82
2.	 Proper Pastor System	 82
3.	 Strict Obedience to Associational Bye Laws or the Constitution 	 83
4.	 Promotion and Motivation on Theological Education	 83
5.	 Proper Ministerial Training	 84



xii    	 Origin and Development of Christianity among the Adis

6.	 Promotion of Computer Education or Right Use of Mass Media	 85
7. 	 Awareness Campaign on Power Politics	 85
8.	 Vision for the Unity, Cooperation and Greater Oneness 	 86 
	 of Adi Christians for the Mission of God
9.	 Propagation of Unity of Inter-Denominations	 86
10.	 Promotion of Education for all Citizens-Irespective 	 86 
	 of Caste, Creed, Gender, Age etc
	 Reaffirmation of Adi Christianity 	 87
	 Conclusion 		 89

General Conclusion	 91
Annexure-I	 	 95
Annexure-II		  99
Bibliography		  101
Glossary			   105


