
Contents

Preface			  ix
Introduction			 xi

Chapter 1: Dialogue – Some Basic Facts	 1
	 1.	 Operative Definition of Dialogue	 1
	 2. 	 Popular Understanding of Dialogue 	 3
	 3. 	 Philosophical Understanding of Dialogue	 5
	 4. 	 What is Religious Dialogue	 7
	 5. 	 What is Inter Religious Dialogue	 9
	 6. 	 Goals of Dialogue	 12
	 7. 	 Types of Dialogue	 14
		  a.	 Discursive Dialogue 	 14
		  b.	 Human Dialogue	 15
		  c.	 Secular Dialogue 	 15
		  d.	 Interior Dialogue	 15
		  e.	 Dialogue of Life 	 15
		  f.	 Dialogue of Social Engagement 	 15
		  g.	 Dialogue of Communication of Religious Experience 	 16
		  h.	 Dialogue of Being Together to Pray 	 16
		  i.	 Dialogue of Theological Discussion	 16
	 8.	 Some Extended Definitions of Dialogue 	 16
		  a.	 Dialogue is Exchange of Ideas for Mutual Benefits	 16
		  b.	 Dialogue is Attempt to Understand Each Other’s Points 	 17 
			   of View and Faith Expressions
		  c.	 Dialogue is Communication of Identities	 18
		  d.	 Dialogue is Instrument of Building Community 	 19 
			   and Communal Harmony
		  e.	 Dialogue as Method of Building Peace	 21

Chapter 2: Inter – Religious Dialogue Some Case Studies	 25
	 1.	 Anglican – Roman Catholic Dialogue	 25
		  a.	 Hostility and Antagonism	 25



vi	 Inter Religious Dialogue

		  b.	 Process of Dialogue	 26
		  c.	 Resolving Difficulties in Dialogue	 28
		  d.	 Result of the Dialogue	 29
	 2.	 Lutheran - Roman Catholic Dialogue	 30
		  a.	 Hostility and Antagonism	 30
		  b.	 The Process of Dialogue	 32
		  c.	 Mode of Resolving Difficulties in Dialogue	 34
		  d.	 The Result of Dialogue	 36
	 3. 	 The Peru Dialogue / Lima Document / Baptism, Ministry Dialogue	 38
		  a.	 Hostility and Antagonism	 38
		  b.	 The Process of Dialogue	 41
		  c.	 The Mode of Resolving the Difficulties	 42
		  d.	 Result of the Dialogue	 44
	 4. 	 Jewish - Christian Dialogue	 45
		  a.	 Hostility and Antagonism	 45
		  b.	 Process of Dialogue and Resolving Difficulties	 48
		  c.	 Result of Dialogue  	 52

Chapter 3: Indian Context	 57
	 A.	 Positive Situation 	 57
		  1.	 Situation Created by Plurality of Religions 	 57
		  2.	 Diversity of Cultures, Languages, Races etc.	 62
		  3.	 Attitude of Toleration among Different Religious Groups	 65
		  4.	 Historical Background of Tolerance and Co-operation 	 67 
			   Among Different Communities
	 B. 	 Negative Situation	 70
		  1. 	 Incomplete Mutual Understanding 	 70
		  2. 	Prejudices and Hatred Between Communities 	 72
		  3. 	Histories of Inter-religious Conflicts in India	 75
		  4. 	Growing Trend of Communalism	 79

Chapter 4: Problems and Challenges of Dialogue	 85
	 1. 	 Sufficiency Thinking among Dialogue Partners	 85
	 2. 	 Ignorance and Prejudices	 88
	 3. 	 Inadequate Knowledge of One’s Own as Well as Other Religions 	 91
	 4. 	 Vested Interest of the Politicians and Elite Groups 	 94 
		  to use Religions for Their Selfish Gains
	 5. 	 Lack of Education and Awareness among the Majority Population 	 97
	 6. 	 Narrow Nationalism 	 100

Chapter 5: Some Universal Affirmations Which Prompt Dialogue	 105
	 1.	 The Global Vision of Unity of Humanity 	 105 
		  in Scriptures and Philosophies



Contents	 vii

	 2. 	 The Integral Unity of Creation in the Purpose of God 	 110
	 3. 	 Life as a Gift of God	 113
	 4.	 Diversity and Plurality are Designs of God 	 117
	 5.	 All the Earth and the Resources of the Nature Belong 	 121 
		  to all God’s People

Chapter 6: Dialogue for the Promotion of Secularism	 129
	 1. 	 What is Secularism?	 129
	 A.	 Western Understanding of Secularism	 130
		  (i)	 Non-religious Attitude	 130
		  (ii)	 Anti-religious Attitude	 131
		  (iii)	Separation of Religion from the State	 133
	 B. 	 Indian Concept of Secularism 	 134
		  (i)	 Non-Commitment to Any Particular Religion by the State	 136
		  (ii)	 Equality of World Religions Before the State	 137
		  (iii)	Freedom to Practice and Propagate One’s Own Religion	 138
		  (iv)	 Respect for All Religions	 139
		  (v)	 Non-Interference in the Faith Experience of the Other	 141
	 2. 	 Various Trends Which Damage the Secular Fabric of Our Society	 143
		  a. 	 Theocratic Tendencies	 143
		  b.	 Religiously Legitimised Caste System	 144
		  c.	 Tendency to Impose One Religious Faith on All Others	 145
		  d.	 Pressure on Minority Communities to Follow 	 147 
			   the Majority Culture
	 3. 	 Diverse Methods of Dialogue to Promote Secular Values	 148
		  a. 	 Religious Education on School and College Levels	 148
		  b.	 Occasional Gatherings in Working Places 	 150 
			   to Promote Multi-culturalism
		  c. 	 Multi-cultural Activities on National Level	 152
		  d.	 Common Celebrations of Cultural Festivals	 154
		  e.	 Creative Interaction Among the Religions	 156

Chapter 7: The True Vision of Humanity Becomes Real Through Dialogue	 161
	 1. 	 True Humanity is in Eternal Dialogue Within Itself 	 161 
		  and Refining Itself with the Values
	 2. 	 The Common Destiny of Humanity Becomes Clear Through Dialogue	 167
	 3. 	 Transformation of Various Communities to a Global Community	 172 
		  Through Dialogue
	 4. 	 One God and One Community - The Eschatological 	 178 
		  Hope Becomes Real Through Dialogue


